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What is necessary to identify trees?
— a test of identifying trees among the Baka hunter-gatherers
inhabiting south Cameroon —

Hiroaki SATO
Anthropology

Summary: Can the Baka hunter-gatherers, inhabiting south Cameroon, identify any tree correctly?
How useful isthe bark, trunk or leaf of atree as materials for identifying it? Does the ability to identify
trees correlate with age? To examine these questions, we conducted a test of identifying trees, using dry
specimens of bark, trunk and leaf, on 41 Baka men in the Ndongo areain February 1999. This survey
sample was divided into three groups: (1) 14 boys of 8 to 20 years old, (2) 21 adultsto 60 years old, and
(3) 6 plant specialists who were amixed age group. The results were as follows. Whereas it was unlikely
that the identification by the general adult men (GAM) group could be depended on, we confirmed that a
few of the plant specialists could discriminate between tree specimens correctly. Among the three types
of specimens (bark, trunk and leaf), the leaf was the most useful for correct identification. The bark
specimen was not useful for GAM group, but equally useful with leaves for the above mentioned
knowledgeable persons. The trunk specimen was not useful by itself. The correct answer rate of GAM
group was higher than that of the boy group. However, there was no significant difference in the boy
group between the boys around ten years old and the adolescents over 15 years old, nor between young
adults and those over 30 years old among GAM group. We inferred that the life history of the Bakain this

area caused such distribution of the knowledge on trees.

Key words: Baka hunter-gatherers, test for identifying trees, usefulness of Baka identification meth-

ods, social distribution of knowledge on plants
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T A2H#@EEE I >TWATHAL) ZLIFAED TGS NS, EFIT20F L, T2 TIE
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NI Y VR LT E 7285, RICA - THEZET 2 L 23O bBaka ¥ [ L, 15 0HD
Az ) & LT&72, HROFOFETIE, MYOFEEIEOEZLDTH LA, MIHOHFMETIEL
WERICEITE LMW E DT 0L DICRONL, )\ L&, filE L { Mo T 5 Bakald
ELIERPER VG OB A= PV 2B &) ZBRZFEET 2546, #F, ROLHIIIBZ
%o £7, BAROBOEKmMZIT 2T, MEd 5, bL, TNTRETE WA, ] THAR
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TRAHDPZHES LK HHDT, 8, FELFEITIILEL SNTWD, EFDFEERTIED,
fIEE LN =N) T DK HAA, A2 ML TE 725, FHINZR S DO THHERFEE R\ T
WA, RENIEREDL ZHZTHLASWELLZOONLZERLIELIED L, CDXH %
W TR SN A FE T EOREIIBaka®D Z N LN HW I LIdV) FTHHRVWTHA ), Lo
L, HE#OBakaD#H R LTHES Z LT TE B\, 5D BakaibD AL o TRE L72dH 5
T N—N1) 7 LZFE B AR, £ T THEMEDNEE L7254 %, BHET X 57 O O Bakaih
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1 WFEH
HHIHE N=6 — % N=21 AAE N=14
kN HE7E 4F e kN e 4F- kN & 4F-

M-1 45 S-1 55-60 B-1 20
M-2 45 S-2 50-55 B-2 17
M-3 40 S-3 45-50 B-3 15
M-4 30 S-4 45-50 B-4 15
M-5 25 S-5 40-45 B-5 15
M-6 20-25 S-6 35-40 B-6 15
S-7 35-40 B-7 13
S-8 35-40 B-8 13
S-9 25-30 B-9 13
S-10 25-30 B-10 13
S-11 25-30 B-11 12
S-12 25-30 B-12 12
S-13 25-30 B-13 10
S-14 25-30 B-14 8

S-15 20-25

S-16 20-25

S-17 20-25

S-18 20-25

S-19 20-25

S$-20 20-25

S-21 20-25

LEWGIZ 1999451 A R IHTE

72o Lo T, STTIRES ZBIRRED 20 N ANHEHL 2 Z Ak L, AL
K53 L7zo —MBHERIRB L2200 FEE DS B L 20RO EFE L TUL DL kb, PHEE
FE8m% A H20i% < HWETUDN DB D, TNHAKDOIGEZ Y N EEOBHERFEHER DK
70/8—t ¥ MIHNT 2, &b, Y8, THHRED TEL TV, SEOENTT 2 NS
DA CH o772 T TRBULET 2T ORE LT 5,

FET A MILTFOL) B IR o700 £, 72 MY 2 108 (%2) 2 KD &) IEE L
720 19994F1H TS, EREEHAEENO v, ¥ Ny THIBOKR TR A — Py, k3150
A= FIVOEMDNN F2IROFIH B LMY/ A EOSEERE L L L 720 OB, Fv
N PO 10eml EDARIAZ I A 2 £V D B %o 720 BRI IEM-1 £ M212 4K
L 7o, TGRS N 2B HEOAREh, 428HEEIC DV THIEEH (]95em X 10em), 8 (#5cm X 10cm X
lem), HIEEABROT A FDOOEAL LTIUEL, BREHG L2, ZOHN5, 7 A L ORI,
9, IZBVOIRW EE 2 5T 5 % 24 (Xylopia phloiodora; Olax subscorpioidea) &, & - &
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2 [AET A MR L 748

- Ji% (Bakark %4 ) (R i NDES ) N/ha

Meiocar pidium lepidotum Engl. & Diels “mambelénge” Annonaceae — RN, rhE A, 90
LAHVIEE, HORE,

Rinorea oblongifolia “sanjambdngd”  Violaceae — RN, FRGEERE R, 12

(C.H. Wright) Marquand ex Chipp HFROB R, PRUNELE, %

Markhamia lutea K. Schum." “ngonja’ Bignoniaceae — RN, B RE, 10
Hg iR, #EE, R

Mostuea brunonis Didr.” “ngindi” Loganiaceae — RN, PR, 5
AN O%E, g

Fernandoa adolfi-friderici “béngd” Bignoniaceae — RN, R, 4

(Gilg. & Mildbr.) Heine W% Wik D TE

Anthonotha macrophylla (Harms) J. Leonard “fofolo” Caesalpiniaceae TSI N T AN b i iF/ar- 3
*HAETBIRETE, R

Drypetes ituriensis Pax & K. Hoffm. “gongo” Euphorbiaceae — RN, R RE 2
WAE, HAEOLRE, A

Antidesma |aciniatum Muell.-Arg. ¥ “bablsy” Euphorbiaceae =R - R, dR, 2
FRIR E G

Xylopia phloiodora Mildbr. “sange” Annonaceae — RN, RS, 1
B, NEIRETIESE, R

Olax subscorpicidea Oliv." “bamboko” Olacaceae RN L, AR, 1

G, BANEE, ZoR)

v Letouzy”’(“li, “ngonja” D12 “siambe” £\ 9 A DRI EN TV L5, T A FOEEZETIE L o7z,

Y Letouzy” Cld, “ngindi”|Rinoreaaylmeri, 5 X F, Rinoreadentata® {5753 5 LS L CTWB25, £ > 7+ —< > b2 ngindi"
LRSESIL, T A D7z 3R L 72 IE N — 3 1) 7 L ClEMostuea brunonis & [f58 S L7, Letouzy” Cld, = OBHED 414
“muwawana” L FEE STV AL, TAMDOHETIEE s/ o/, £2T, T Tld"ngindi” &35,

DV IS OBHEOSS, FisE b Letouzy” IIEFLIAT Vo

IV 4mX IkmX2KD AL b b T R MK B AT HT

b BISHEE O 2 o 72 14 (Meiocarpidium lepidotum) % 3% L, 5% 1) 7#% (Rinorea oblongifolia;
Markhamia lutea; Mostuea brunonis; Fernandoa adolfi-friderici; Anthonotha macrophylla; Drypetesituriensis,
Antidesma laciniatum) 12, 7~ ¥ AIZ#AZ, 2H1, 2HOWH, IS 108FEOB R, & Ok
IR, SEREEATHEL, MR AT ORTHS TR FEIZENS ZIRL, Bakaif BRI L5
FEZRATH b o7, BADRRONEFE, &AHMMED, 1. ¥BH OWEEEAR, 2. 8% O
K, 3 EEAR Tholze ZLT, I0HEDINEETTAHE, KIZ, 1.2.3. DLTHDLHIAIE
i, b L IZEREOBFEIZOWTIE, 354 TORERLZFEIFIIRL, FELTDL o7, DEEM
IZoWTUE, ®ED37 A TERERLLT, GFERET )20 2%RL, MELTb 57, 7
A M L ERIIRICEHEY 7 v Tl b H AN — Y EAN=N) T ATHRELZ, %8, 10
AR, 7R IE Letouzy” D BakagB 4By - 4R A b & —3 L7245, Antidesma laciniatum& Olax
subscorpioidea?® 2 135744, Bakaif&r& A A MIZE#A 2> 72, F 72, Mostuea brunonis
1E, M-1&M-212 & - Tngindi” & [F%E S N7BRDIERTH 525, [[1) A b TlE, Mostuea brunonis
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D BakaiE % PRl “muwawana” & 58 &5 —7J5, “ngindi”lZRinoreaaylmeri, 3 X UF, Rinoreadentata®
RENTWVD, 7 A Tl “muwawana” &\ 9 [HIZE TV o S WIS, —7J7, “ngindi” & BIE$ %
bDIEL vz, 2T, 22 TldMostuea brunonis? 1Ef# i1 “ngindi” & L THLY - 72,

Bakaif|ZI3 5, W, O=ZEWIH 20T, BIARSAHIE, FRTFIIEGFL L, SHRTRIEGEF
(7)), RIS () TR LA, 72, BakapfKill2IidY "5 L7z,

#HR

1. —RBUOERS 1 THEHEE

FBI B IR AER Y £ THNIR L7z, A OIEfERIE 0.1 & IR IR <, Bk CGF
¥0.26), $E3E(F350.44), ATREAR (F30.49) DIETIERHRIZE o Tz, $53E & S RIEA
WX IERRICEE B o720, MMOEAKB TR IRTEELRENH 72,

#3 B HEEROERY A TRIERE

ke Siigzs ARy 4T
Ok @Rz OfE O=0+0+0
S-1 0.10 0.20 0.70 0.70
S-2 0.00 0.20 0.40 0.50
S-3 0.20 0.40 0.50 0.60
S-4 0.00 0.10 0.40 0.50
S-5 0.10 0.20 0.50 0.50
S-6 0.30 0.50 0.60 0.60
S-7 0.20 0.30 0.40 0.40
S-8 0.00 0.10 0.20 0.40
S-9 0.20 0.30 0.40 0.40
S-10 0.00 0.20 0.30 0.50
S-11 0.30 0.30 0.60 0.60
S-12 0.10 0.20 0.40 0.50
S-13 0.10 0.40 0.40 0.40
S-14 0.10 0.30 0.60 0.60
S-15 0.00 0.10 0.10 0.10
S-16 0.10 0.30 0.40 0.50
S-17 0.20 0.20 0.50 0.50
S-18 0.00 0.40 0.40 0.40
S-19 0.10 0.20 0.60 0.60
S-20 0.20 0.40 0.50 0.60
S-21 0.00 0.10 0.30 0.30

Av.+SD  0.11+0.10 026=+0.12 044 +0.14 0.49 +0.13
student ® D—2) . p<0.001, D—O) :p<0.001, OD—@D : p<0.001,
thE @—0 :p<0.001, @—@ :p<0.001, @—@ :ns.
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2. BREDEXS A THIEMHE

RMBBEDOIEMRETAR S A THNIR L 720 BH O IEMEILFI0.18 & A1 i (25
MOREER Y 4 TOEREEDOIIZOCT NS EELREDSH 572, SRERIZOVTIE, FH0.88 &
EVIEER SR S N7z, SEEERAR O P IEMERIZ0.72 8 & <, BIREAR L IIEE LA LD o7
BRARA G F350.62 & LB RV IEMER 2R L, SESERAR L I3F LA a0 72, WY 5
RAbD4 Y7432 b THOM1, MU, %, SGHEARL D THVIEREL R L
720

#4 BREBEEFOBEARSY A THIER

i P43 7 SRy AT
O Fr @B G O=0+0+6
M-1 0.30 0.90 1.00 1.00
M-2 0.10 0.90 0.70 1.00
M-3 0.10 0.60 0.80 1.00
M-4 0.20 0.30 0.60 0.80
M-5 0.30 0.50 0.60 0.90
M-6 0.10 0.50 0.60 0.60

Av.+=SD 018010 0624024 072+0.16 0.88=*0.16
student ® O—2 : p<0.01, O—@ :p<0.001, D—@ :p<0.001,
thiE @—@ :p<0.05, MITHEEELL.

3. —MBMHELEBEREOERRLEE

— BN L BREDOILEMFRZER Y 4 THNHE L 72 L 25, BREARIIOWTIRARRAEI R
Mo 72h, MUIWFI G B O IEMRIERIE D - 72 (1X12)

1.20
BHIZR 15t AZ AR SEEEAZR LEE o 3

1.00 -

A —mBEH
080 1 & mmw .
0.60 o
0.40
0.20

n.s.} 1RTE : student® t1RTE

=1 b < 0.001

0.00 t

B2 — B & B BE VIR O LK
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4. PEEFHE—BUEOIEFRILR

MR O A AR O FRE12024Th - 7275, — B HEER 004612 R TH B - 72
(#£5),

5 B UEEN & DEER O LRI

WA AT R A R+ S
— RS PR e b
Av. + SD 0.49 £ 0.13 0.24 £ 0.11

student D t #5%E © p < 0.001

5. PEHSV—HBUEEHOFRHEBEIEHRLER

— M BV %, HEE AR5 ~ 60/ D84 (S-1~S-8) THERK & 15 Bl 478 (P IEf#E £ 0.53) &
20~30i% D 1344 (S-9~S-21) THERL & L2 F4ERE ([F] 1 0.46) D2REIZ, B LU, DEEFZ, HEEFi
15~20i% D64 (B-1~B-6) THERL S L5 EEME (7] £ 0.23) L8~ 13 D84 (B-7~B-14) THiEL S 1L
ARG ([F] 1 0.24) D2BEIZ53 T, ARIERDEMHRIZOWTEERNICBIT 2 HBLEE Lz
CHVTNOEE LA L D»o72(K6)o —T, —RBMEROFERRE L AFEEFOEEL RO
BTl A EL =N D - 72 (36),

F6 —fRFUED L OUADEERIO KRR RE [ O IR

RS AT AT+ e
3wl —ix B VEEE e bl
4 mILAERE (N=8)  H4kE (N=13) BHEHE(N=6) £k (N=R)
Av.=SD 0.53%0.10 0.46%0.14 0.23+0.10 0.24%0.12
student® t F7E n.s. p<<0.01 n.s.

6. BIABIEFEEOEMHFLE

RUNBEAOB ARG EREREZ IR L7z, IO KK TH > L bEBEETHA L TV LEHT
& % Meocarpidiumlepidotumid3%E [ & b G FREARDOEWIEERZIR L7z, £72, B#E, —&BH%
R E b 2RV THE, IOV THEWIEFEL IR L7, B OIEERIT MK 5 7275,
VORI & L CERE L 7280 — D2 T3 % Xylopia phloiodorald B 54 (0.67), —#53 1 (0.48)
& D MOBHE I IEARILBIE WIER Y IR L7z, 72720, Bwodbsfike LTERELLS ) —D
?Olax subscorpicideal X IEfERTH o 720 ZHITHWATD &b L ZF )RR, & SITHEARD B

14
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LTVl EEDPNEE L o722 LICL 5D THA ),

BRI A FEADEMEL LA &, BHHEIC X o CHEMOIEMFERER % > Tz, 3ER L
O HREED E @ IE#ER % 7R L 721 [X Meiocar pidium lepidotum, Mostuea brunonis, Xylopia
phloiodora?®3tECTdH > 72, HHE & — B WP REEL L OB WIE#E %R L 728 l3Rinorea
oblongifolia& DrypetesituriensisD 21 T o 72, EIAZ O AW HFRLELL EO W IEfFEE 2 7R L 721
&, Markhamia lutea, Antidesma lasinata, Fernandoa adolfi-friderici, Anthonotha macrophylla, Olax

subscorpioidea?® 58 T d - 72,

KT WGIEFH OB - FEA S A THI LR

B (1) — MG (2) AAE(3) BEAD
B ARy AT ARy AT EfE =R
W MR i A W MR i AW &H (1)@ OB)

Mei ocar pidium lepidotum 033 1.00 1.00 1.00 038 095 1.00 1.00 0.93 OO0
Rinorea oblongifolia 0.00 067 067 1.00 0.00 033 071 076 0.07 OOXx
Markhamia lutea 0.17 083 0.67 1.00 0.10 0.10 0.14 024 0.00 OX X
Mostuea brunonis 000 083 1.00 1.00 0.05 057 086 095 0.50 O0aA
Fernandoa adolfi-friderici 0.17 050 0.17 0.67 0.00 0.00 005 005 0.00 AX X
Anthonotha macrophylla 0.17 050 0.67 0.67 0.00 005 0.14 0.19 0.00 AX X
Drypetesituriensis 000 083 083 0.83 0.10 033 038 052 0.00 OaAax
Antidesma lasinata 000 033 067 083 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.05 0.00 OX X
Xylopia phloiodora 067 033 067 083 048 024 076 076 0.57 O0aAa
Olax subscorpioidea 033 033 083 1.00 000 000 029 033 0.29 OX X

O Eff%=07, A0T>IERHF=04, X 104> Efif%

1. BakaDBIADEEIIEFETZ 5 H

—EFREOEMEIL, b oL bEVIEMELRLEREROEE, FH049TH-72(£3), 7
A MDD OERE, B OHMEEE ) ICSED LVEEN 2D TH-o72LIEF 2V
b LIRS, TRIIHRCIRE L BRI, S 5 v S A IGRES b DOTH Y, 1HIEHOF
THo L HBEHEORE P 7B TH Y, 2MIBHVORWETEE L GRELZODTH Y, BH
BEIFEICR > TV b EIERZ v, L7255 T, BEZ505—t v b v ) IEfRIE, FOREL
THIH N %BakaD —fEFEEOBARFCE LT LD T2 D TIEAVI LEZREL TV,
Lidwvz, BABEFAD) B34435 LB AFERIIBNTRIEBEERTH 72, I LA
X, AT O L LTSN SBakaTh o722 LiE, TOFHPELr-/2Z L 2RT
LGS, BT AEERNZ L DDOPPE TS LD, FHETHIEO/RLTWD, LaL,
TOTNET A MR L7ZERZFE L7Z2YHETH 720 T, ENDEIERRISH DV

BEMEIIBETE 2V 40T A M, ERZIRLT, WMEHIZS DIZEHAREHROT P —D20

15



What is necessary to identify trees? —atest of identifying trees among the Baka hunter-gatherers inhabiting south Cameroon —

YHEESEZHDT, WHhOLEEHET 2 FThH LY, &5 h Lolikakir v < okl
LTBE, ZORPLBERSELGEIEIREHET AP THY, HETA ML) S —KIZEVIER
R o EMmARZEELYFEES, S5, ZOBICVHR) T LDEh > OB RZEN
DHDHIZE - TR, AHOT X MIEREHFET A MIEWRETH - 722db Lz, €90
HHEIHRRE 52 VL) HEOPTOBMEDRE L 7 A N OROBIEZ B S5 i & 7o 7275,
FENTHERIIEL, ZFRADTE LD o720 2720, TA MO ERHEAICITHICD V> SIS
T L, BEOMEEIIHEDOP TOMY O MHAETIINDOHITo T2 e THY, 40l
ROBHEZFEET S EIHEELb 72N n) ZEd o723 FThHE, LAd, HEL
TRRIZAME I E L T A D TAID T X MIGLEHZET A FOREIZEITREL Lol bER
TWwab,

2. BROREEICAFBEH

— S ($R3), HAEEF (FR4) & S IERENL > L bEDP o ERAD Y 4 TIIEREATH -
7oo 72721, RICHWVIEMRLZ R LIEEER L IAELRE TR » o720 INPERT S I LI,
FEDIEREEZ LT 512138, B, B2 Z2AR5LENHLLEV)TLE, THZONEVEGAE
Th, FEICILELL ELEIRPELVEN) ZETH DL, HOBT, Bakalz bAEHAZ#HIT
HlE, BEEEBEL, RT, B 2H), REICEHOEZBET L L) OPMEFEOFIHT
HAHH, FET A MIBARDOHEINIIEN S > EDEELMBTHLILERTI L ER ST, T
D Z L BakaD[A)E LW BIT AFEL D) ORE—F L TWE I LDOHEHTHS ), T
&, BRZICOWTIEE ) THAH ) 00 —HBMEOIEMRIZM L, 15 I12E o> TERED 720 O F}
ELTHRIZERATIRZ V. LA L, BRAFEEROEMRRII60/ -1y PEz, & IIM-1,M2
WFORTIEME L T A X )12, RO DIZE - TS, BHRIZEE L FRBIRZ ST 5 7200 FH %4
L7509 %, BEABAOREIETOZ Lix, BROHLUOBATHMORTWEAY, BiFs
FRARICBWTIE, ZoERMEIRE CICEWERbLN S, B WRO FE 2R 51K - FARDY;
B, IO BEAALKE T COLHTHEFICANS 2 D TE LD THER VA, BT % K
5404 — MIVEBR D &) HEAROYE, ST, THICTA2038ETHY), TN THIITE
X, 352 2R ETFTCREICDELRLIRLADEICHLEZEELVTHTOENLTH DL, 2
ZTCT—OREMMAEL %, Bakad lH OFMATHIARZHEET AR, L) HETHIZT SR
L BT THEY, EOHDVHANOTZODOMEL LTI NVAEREDELETHS )0 BEDH
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