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The Ethical Implication of ‘Play’

toward men’s co-living with their own difference

Naoki MORISHITA

ethics

Abstract : this paper inquires the meaning and significance of ‘Play’ in humahn being, which
seems to be today a key word of ‘post modern’ ideologies. ‘Play’ contains the multiplicity of
meanings. Nevertheless, it can be distinguished into three levels : P I ,PIland PII.

P 1 is such a special activity in immanent dimension that stands the side of ordinary life
activities. Both PII and PIIl are in trancendental dimension. PII functions all human activities
and brings them free and enjoyable. PIII is such a view point that keeps distance from one’s
own activities and doubles oneself.

These three could have each significance (and limits). P I : one step to the totality of human
activity (in spite of ‘dualism’). PII : giving direction (i.e. happiness as ultimate goal) to that
totality (in spite of only one side of ‘hedonism’). PIII: recognition of other’s difference as
differece (in spite of ‘relativism’).

Thus,in order to co-live, we need and exceed the tensional and complementary relation
between ‘Play’ and ‘Believe’ (in another trancendental dimension).
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