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ERERKFRE —REE  #35(1989)
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East and West: An Experiment in Poetic Translation

E 3 k% skskk
iINobuo SAKURAI Toshio OKI and Martha LLee ALEXANDER

* *K wkK
Hygiene ; English ; English

Abstract. What follows is translation and interpretation of four short poems from the
Chinese poetry of the Tang dynasty. We will present three versions of translation: the initial
version given by Sakurai, who has also interpreted the original poems, the second version
by Oki, who modified his translation from the viewpoint of a grammarian, occasionally
referring back to the original poems, and the final version by Alexander, a native speaker
of English. We have attempted to translate the Chinese poems into English instead of
translating them into Japanese, chiefly because Chinese and English are closer to each other
than to Japanese both in word order and in the sophistication of prosody and versification.

F LI

bitbtHANZE (25 THEE), TEFH FoPETHRICEARLATER, BRAANE
ENZEVHEIWMOHEFTE TH- 22 L3E»THL, BRIER, EFRKREOKERE=F (751
)AL L7z TERELY I, RE E0ERE (B THRWAFREAORINOE (B
KEMB=F (7266F) tH?) 0FEL, ZEAORET, AL KL2EF-FTHOO58EET,
RREZOMD AR ENZFDETFEL TE- T TEHDIHIEEN TS, BERLFEL KA
BXFDHETICH 7205, ZNLEHFHFOLOE L THILL L ) & Wi BhE, Ho
FEOLBENDEROPUENEEERLTCWE L )CEbNS, AORGFETE, LEENH
i, BICBHAMTEHBLECHE L GH2LERTLH -7, HOBR, BATEIFR
FEELEE AT LTBY, FHilEEN OB ECH L 2k s kr -2, REE
DI LIARAZNED AR L L CLBL 72 2 213, EXOBEHOFICHIEEOR VDB
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R EHEROR A

ATV BELDLR2A2ZELMELES, BOCIIEEFPRBICILLA2THSH I XAR
BEY, KO H - TBB BRI THENTREEZ —FICEH DL DR TIE Lr 5 ) b,
WOXALKH D, TERENTEFNE (8944) BERER L BEMEICESL 2055, BENEIA
FNEEL, SRR OB ETE L E0BElY HEESN BB ORI, BEE S 28 o7,

HoOMIcBWTh, ARDBEITLRAREEC -2 THAH I b, KECHHENTEE
FRL, BEROZMICVH WO S EXDEHOEEIESL N, K, EEFEOREILL SR

CEREAEENTHTULEEr AL EICL Y, BREIIRECENL T2, Ho%iz

B3 IFEEDREL L, FNEBICED > RBBEOEXAROEI L OAENEELZELINL
L, BEFELZRL YO ECERL AR EKOILI R EN T -2 8852 L9, 21w
Z, HRCBI 2EFOBELIE, FHESH) BRFBEONL - NVITHE-> TET - BEX P BERE
AL, BT LTCEROBYE LB AL LNBEM) FICHEE L K TH- 12, *
LT, 22w BfEsd, HNEF2E- LA A2 DR U - 2BREERL T35
EIMET I L LIIMRES, BELLKROBLETH 2 ARKADOHDFHIT OV T DG
FRTLDTH-EZTINETHS Y,

Bk, XV v, 4> FEDHLBRET LR, HOBAOENDSETHA THET 2 DILE
AL ThibRERACLZTANLNTED, BERGECRL 2H54, BEEORFLHE
Licwv, LA L, EFHC o0 EFEE2IEL, BICHGE LTHERT 234004 { hni,
FNLOEETLHAHH, FEFIIEEE > T3,

7272, oL, Fr OEMEIBL TSN BAI NI NELEETHD, #1W

%, Bz TiRIEER LML, KREELTH 5 ERH - EEIC OV TO—REE
7, EREMICITEE > TwE0THL, LrL, FEEL BEELILCRENSHET,
WArgE e L C—F AN FHERLEL, BERVINOBRIIETZF L HUAL w3, Zhbon
XFEEFMEEEF TS FROBEL EEZERT LD, 0k - MIAEDE
Kotedizid i (, HWzZIE, FERICR LN S L 5 ICHFROBETE L EROBBEELHL
CERTBNDTH 5,

A DBER, RKRCFEEOHICE, KRRFOBEELZELL L) & LB, FALLYR
FTHOREEIVORKN) X, /2 —2, FBELTCH=2T 22 BRTLIZELY
b, ULAFEOBRIRCESAZEVREP VLRI JICEZIT NS, ZHIIEZFOBEE LS
ML IZMBENORS FETH - 1205, FEEOGK, #EZEBL TENUBORAREE &) bl
BXOFRFLVEBLLLOCTIZCICERLIZEEZ LN D,

WOARER—TH BHEEHELY, T, M FHE - BRIl CF5EFE, TR
ROAKET 2L REX BARSH, #SBsicarn Tl ) HHEEE, TEIOFHIIEY
THZZEFMOBERICBYTLRER—-TH B Z b, BAFBICHNET b HEXENHIK 2 RT
borwz L), S%opxi, NHRcL 2BBOGEROBIXOPIZRWIZLEY) L8
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ENBEICMZE S e,

gEHo— A, BHFERE (86D B, F (RADLORNT, IFREHIHE 2 BN BN
Db, Bg) kv ESCEOHMICMANIEEL ST T A HIC, BFIRERETHRA, ®R
L2 ECHARBTHRATT VO BEELHZ b0 RABZE RIS ZIT 2 Z0BEBIE,
KELHERFEL LT, —AUVEDPICEFBEORLA2KITAZ L &k o7z,

B, BN E 2 25 ACEBHBNERLZ DT L NREELEANTHRIAT I, KO
VRS, FEE LHE, BEHRORRIMNDEHRLERO BARERIC, BICREATHZMEIC
Lo TWESICHL, HRLBEZ5 250D b 22 RV LA, E5 56 LEHKD
S TH - L2 DWTEDIIH S T, FNFREER L EFOBREOF CREEHRIC L 5 %R
ZEHLTELNED

AL HOBREELBRIEL, 72, AHROFHREZ2EL =8, R TUEEZRRLZ,
KEOYHE BV EFET L, BENEIZ, PEBRORTFOEE L F1T 72,

g0 TXEEETOHR#E,
B

19894F (BEAI644E) 1HTHHIRC, REETOMKES TE, SBlIChflh 3Nz, &
ENEFEDRBTH > 72, FN: THRFEITALSKRRE 8B LU K EFERICHL LIUNL D B
0 the>, WEA-HIEDICWEE, KXoHL, ROBLIR, HAFERZIEICELLCHERED K
CoRUVFELTVEZDTHH ), TVTRIZIFHFDBHEIC 3 L BLL DB DEL A B 20
5, MEEEXEEEHEZ, BEBOFEDHI L, BREREZOLNAZ L 2BHMN T2, EH
RT,

BT S |
N EER BAERE TMEER TERIRA
Crossing the Han River Li Pin

On the outside of ridges no news from my home,
One winter and one spring passed there.
Crossing river, approaching home and meeting people,

I dare not ask, however, the shining and shadow in my old town.

FESMIGEEE 25, W, HLRBoRERRE (PE) 25 R ERE (@) Baoto
IRRGHREEOH TH - 72, BN BLIDEE TRA TR Ly S0 # % &, EKHEIC
EBENL P RZMIMEEDFLRERL Twd (T07T4), FHIIEFZDOKRFINE (85 44)
IELICRE, FEICEGE T, ROBFICLIFRIN, BEEICIHELNLBEOATH- T
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ME RN TIEEISAT> T2 L3 E 2B, BB THITL Tt FEZERETHH ), EH
BEE TEEERAL CMAPRTLHBOZ E2I LT VETINDTHE 5, BTV
BlE, 20L& L BE2 - THLTHR TR ZVWEEOHMLEEZ 55, Bk, THRAER
#, 13, many winters & Umany springs & RN X EEE L FRT L, BEHKRE TRXHIEE,
HHMEE ) CERALLELFEIL ), THOAWEZE L CEMobRE TS L, TEUE
LEINZ ETHY, LBROFERTEVHRTHIME LT Toe%, 2L T51&kK< T L&y
EYAONRYE TRV, EAFLcHAERER TER=Z08 (19844EFK, 51 kU
R RE THFER Y, (198745, &40 TiEmMad, a7 —ELR, X—EHEX,
EFEARL, BB TREICEESN T TRENFAPBMORET & TH CEEXENT, &,
BrInFn—FLLTwb, NEEEEDE o ") (thesitateThH 245, FHELEZ T
M O #E8 % 7Rk L, crossing river, approaching home, and meeting people & L, FElZ#Hh)iz
however # A#L7z,

# 2%% Living beyond the mountain ridges, no news from my home comes,
One winter and spring passed there.
Crossing the river, approaching my home, and meeting the people,

I dare not ask, however, about the shining and shadow in my old town.

BLIFEERHE L ARE THRETL 72, KRIBEFICOWTIFRL 22 2 SI3 8y, BEM OB IGE
FEETL 220y, BHAIEAD I TR %% 2 T (mountain) ridgesDSMUl N & DILHIC
&5 B L DFEVWEP >R EBERA LD TH-12HY, KRN THELBZ 2H
DEHTESL L TWARICE, LD, FRAZVIRABZE > Tk o2& TH-
72, HOBIIEBMOFEDTCLERTES T2 THY), RZMOFICBITE) BOF
SZHEMICEZZBECLBROGTFARTH S, WAL, EROEEED L THORFORA
IZOoWTHL#EETL 72,

R T L
N EEE RXERE
IR ELE  TEERA
dlt hanjiang 1i pin
(Chinese pronunciation)
lingwai yinshu jué jingdong fu lichin

jin xiang qing géng qi¢  blugan wen lairén

62



EMERKFERLE —BREEF H35(1989)

Crossing the Han River Li Pin
Living beyond the mountain ridges, no news comes from my home.
Winter passed and at last spring!
Crossing the river, approaching my home, and seeing my friends,

I dare not ask about the shining and shadow in my old town.

F2fEr AT, BFORBR L L THOER % English nativesiz E D L J ICEUE S 5 & v
I B TRHRETL 72, B 1L HICB T, comesDEIZFFECIRDOIBE T2 0T, @ DORE
WY &Lz, B2miE, AR L 5, MAE S THHBOERIEIZIT TAFKRTE EAR &
LT T&p9BE, EhFEPRL, BBICRLNE, L) FLEHEARZEHRROEC D T
Uy & LT, atlast spring! % - 72, B OMEH OB H & 2o vy, RERDEREHR &
R2DG)HBERDELL L LMNBULETH- 125D THA ), ¥IDIzEN2L, Bisdh
RSB L7, BARRDSERPERTL2HICEEERTEEBL, HEFEIHRTZ & TER
LizFRENHZ LI L7222y, EFOMIERZOBWRI2ER L 22 Th-oRDE
WD TRREMU Az, T 72, ARSI DEMAILE T 2 & TH D% 5L, meeting the peopleld
B ZEiHRT Y, ZNEWHTRI AR EZERL, ZZTR2LDHA, KAEI DT
H 575 EseeingTRITIUZ T b7 L, RATS da Az 235§ peopled T Th 5 & M Alexander
DERIL, SBOEFFOERIC—DONDHEERT 2 LDTH - 72, BiEDFF Dhesitationic 272 b -
Thowever# A9 5 2 & LB THE2E L ) L 0IBTYIKRL 72,

PMALFETRONCEFOMREL MR ZTEAZ FHICHEL, RAFAZWBTCCLLBE
ROFNENOBIELFERKL L H &, HARFEFHRAT L %#l) CEnglish naitives & EHi L 72l
FIfEEL, Z BB, L Dm#EZTIESHL, 8L 2L TEELP LV EHL LD EE
ZEEREBLT LD E L5 T2,

L g BB E Han=
]
DR ERE  EEERR B
REAR R ERFREMTALK
Returning to old Home He Zhi-zhang
On a young day I left, I am old now in returning home.
Local accent as then, my hair changed thin.
The smiling children I meet do not know me,

“Where did you come from, Sir?” they ask.
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#"f%  One day in my youth I left home
and now I am returning home as an old man,
With my local accent unchanged and my hair turned thin.
The children I meet do not know me,

“*Where are you from, Sir ?” they ask with a smile.

TR ] 1 BHIE
DNEERFE KRR EE RO
REMRTHAE LRFEM LR
huixiang ou sha he zhi-zhang
shaoxiao lijia laoda hui xiangyin wiigai binmao shuai

érténg xiangjian buxiangshi xido wén ke céng héchu lai

Returning to my old Home He Zhi-zhang
On a young day I left, I am old now in returning home.
My local accent unchanged, my hair turned thin.
The children I meet do not know me,

“Where are you from, Sir ?” they ask with a smile.

B (659-744), FI3ZEH, 21 (i &BEd) oA, 2HEER2 LFAXE L-> TL2H
Ltz BIRIEH (684-705) IR RHE, TRAKREILE (742) A LBV, BEDOFHEL A
WSS E T LRICHE L, TAPIFLEHAINIBES 2 E-> 1D Th-720, ZDER
ZEPZER) TREE BN T LHE > TP LTSS b - 72, BMEITRSE, KBt
iz vwbilTwd, 8 4O, MBEICIR) MoFL2EL, HoFIHRAE B8, FE
FrRBEFEICBNTL, MMEROBEEVHEETIEHFTHE L), L, K2R
L7z BIClE- 72D Tid v, BELL V) ZLRNDAT, KELECLES FEHEICRA
ELThL bz I R/LEL W, RIL#MND TELZZET, RBALLTOHER%
B, Brb i@ THAlCLUEBwERb> 2 THH ), FHZRIBRETTFL2HRE, ERKT
LH>TCHhDTIR A IZA 9, £LT, 3635 BEEDHNT, BELELZOTIZ
v, #idEETELD, FECTLLERLEN TV R2LDTHAH S, REL-BFICFHAL,

EHRRIAKRFEXERLIFETH D, EHOYWE BV THITIUTHE T Y, MBI,
VT HHICIRS 9 LB LD TH D, fivh, BEAIEHDORHOL»THELHLETH
5, YO BCAIFBONEEEICBA L LW I FEMA Z EIC k5T, Wk WHHEICEL B,
Tnl, BACL > TLRBT AWERE D EHAICIY, HETRZ ( THEOW L AL
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CHLTHX ZOM2RE0L 5,
BIFDMACTHFERMRICHE» LEEL 2320 0FERICARICK T, LHORKETHERD
B, BEBICRENLC T AD W, 4 0EMIREBL Zd -2, BT, RIZABELS
CFRZY, > TAMAREZEL ZLHABOALAEZHER Y 2 L THERBLFLEL>TL -
72, BEOBUATREY?ELY, SRHAEEL L AP BEVERMEICEE AT NI
NI 2o - 728, EHOBC2LREBLL, A 08 I SARBOBEEORRELE CIC
BEERLWIIXICEN L DI L2 T, REE TLHEDb- T, BB RIZHER WL
P THREOMA TR T A L2 kH Tz, &, [BEOESLL» LEROEHDOESICIRE
Li) ey, EEHOHDEICIZON TR L EHO BV R LH L, MEEW 2L
FENZEE B TEHDOFAMRT L XEY 28N, BHOBERELAICLODDLAA
DLIZEL BN EADENE B ES &, HoZ ricfn Tiddh bwn W DRERD L —
WD ZIZENTHEDE Z & KT, 22 rmBsELB%vy,

F—a JUALH B SSH THE
RS RE AEEHEERE BARXBEEL FEREEELS—A
The Double-Nine Festival on the Hill-top Wang Wei
I am a lonely stranger in a foreign town,
Thinking twice of my kindred on this festival day.
I know, my brothers are on the lofty hill-top, far away,

Each of them carries a branch of dogwoods but missing mine.

8% I am a lonely stranger in a foreign town,
Thinking twice as much of my kindred on this festival day.
I know, my brothers are on the lofty hill-top, far away,

Each of them carrying a branch of dogwoods but without me.

AR JUAFLH EILE 25 FiHE
MAERMEGRE HEREGEEE
EHUE L REERELDS— A
jityue jiari yi shandong xiongdi  wang wéi
du zai yixiang wei yike méiféng jizjié béi s1 qin

vao zhi xiongdi déng gaochli bian cha zhiyi shdo yirén

The Double-Nine Festival on the Hill-top Wang Wel
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I am a lonely stranger in a foreign town,
Thinking twice as much of my kindred on this festival day.
I know, my brothers are on the high hill far away,

Each of them bearing their branch of dogwoods, missing me.

E=5 BER E =
F—HE
AT G SR k55 A (RIE R G
Thought in the quiet Night Li Bo
Moonlight sprays so glorious around my bed,
I wonder it could be hoar with frost on the ground.
Lifting myself, the bright moon I find,

Lowering my head, I think of my old home far away.

8 Thought on a Silent Night
I wonder the gfound is hoar with frost,
So gloriously the moonlight pours around my bed.
Looking up, a bright moon I find,

Lowering my head, I think of my distant home.

AR FHE G
MBI A e 7R
ST A RE R o
jingyé si i bé
chiangqiidn ming yuéguang yi shi dishang shuang

jutou wang mingyué ditéu s1 guxiang

Thoughts on a Quiet Night Li Bo
Moonlight pours so glorious around my bed,
I wonder, whether it could be hoar-frost on the ground.
Looking up, a bright moon I find,

Lowering my head, I think of my distant home.

ZFH (701-762), FI3 KA, BICHBELZHADBANTE L TEINLZE Vb, FER
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R, REZBCTRAE ICHEE # 8 , KAZEEMRETRIEL 2, LIg, B BUik

KRB Z LI Eh o7z, WAEDLIICTRICEEN T2 LTH, ADTFIZL, LT
AADFTHEZ L2, ELORBREZITL2ERITSZ 5N kv, HIZHEEE
LBl E vwhbitizds, ZieTdh, HADZDEMDH LT 57— 2 L THERATVWEN
2, k-2 TR LSS )2, HRIERLICHT, BMEISE> THOHEE TRFICHME
Bl LN, BHOBENIZHREE, WL AZRNOF CEL NN RE L BT
b, REELIFENDRFDKEL T HEL, WHERICE 5 TOBIRDEDIFETH Y,
BECZIZDLEHEP LA ETHD ), TNETHFEL T, FOBLEB TR, Bl
FEOWRAL DL LRL D H- RILEN W, ZER) O, Bro T, BEEOENTLICKA
ZEERABICELN, Lo~NRLIHERICES SN, "ML e ) TEFCHETFLALD
ThHbH ), BIEEEZEREbLNL, TAVRHENE L VI HEDHADBADOH TH- 722 £ T,
RADVBERE NN LNz DTIR 59 P,

DMUMD BIC IR D 2 L D » 72 0d i, BE BICAEBICEESY N2 L v
ZEET, BEOHEHICHZT, MEITRI LW, KRoOBHFHCEHERREL, £{ 1y
V- FEERLZZ, ME, L& (ZRELER) BS0OBEKEOFICHE2HE, BEOEETE+
—H (762), #ZTIEAL,

WO ADWKIE, WTHOLMDENS &) HREEZ D, FRICTLRIXTFEE), HiC
5D 2 E DD - AN DBEEKAMD TEBERE, 13, - &L AR &uﬁénﬂ%#ﬂﬁ
DIHD—DTHA I,

w v

HOBRICH L TEEN L RE» DL, PREBRT L2 LICIIER?H D, FoBRIC
RN BRI, W) DTHD, FHiCld, HEFEZRITIE, TRENOSEICER DEHK
MZBAFFLEL, WM EMOSECHRTI2ZLBATETHL, LEID»ELHBETH
5, BRENOEMDOERNTEIC Z /20, EIrICHOEY THAL ), L L, i 520
ThbHord, HMMIAE L RICBEZMED), 2L, BEZZZ200ERTHY, =i
Lo T, EmICEL TR ZENISHEEZINTVEB 2 LBEE LV IRESLOPESL T,
LIFER, SRILLZTNETHOBREZMEICEL S Z &I3BEL v, LoSELE, BRES
INRETEIIEI» L L, RO, HOBRTEFRE VW2 L), BIEOSHELIIE -1
SEEELT, Ladb, WEELZEDY BEOERCHE T2 BR2BRSET ok U7 Y BIR T
»h5,

FicHn 2 L oz, B PESOBREERLIGFECRST LT, MLETH 2 HEE
PEFBICMRT 2 22T, BEFOBERICBOTIEREIGE D, #EEL, AREBINETH
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2% b FHILIRR BICIRIT & K- THOBRE 28 CRBIRICAETF L, JOLRRICHIEL Tv 5,
L L, WEZBEIEOREL VL T HHE, ILEHES BARED & ) L BAE CIIBEEK
D BEL L BEEROMS L BHICERT 5, M- T, EFOERICERL T, HnsrfEs
Nz LiEc#lo T, HOFADEINLERZOME LRCEFBELZTE L LD, 2L
e HEEERT 41, FERBALORER2BKRE LTI ) ML ERE C&BL, BTG
U TR L - THRT 5 2 L) Bk L o OREI &, BRICTFRET O 220
f PR e BARDMBA L LT, EXbd ) bROkIL, &) bIFTEGECE.LE M TEZ K
R, B2 ZhFE0OREEEOREIEH 505, HOT R THOHFE L HEEE THICfHT 72 Alexander
N=ZFZOHEAEEER, AXOFFUFERLZE), BRORITQF#LEREFEL L L)
Bbihad, BERAN, BRKRKACLDZEFEROMIH L2, &2 RICLLESOEDHEL=A
D& LEFFROWRMEEDE L, He23EMICL Tmb v, 2LC, FHr=AZi#E—A
ELTEFOEMNR TR LW E V), WhIIRAZEETIRED, S, b sHBELRAL
BEZ R DEEZ TS, KADHIEZHRLAUTFENTHS, HL, HENL
BEM/T, SBRLBET 52505001, B L ) L EELZ KLV EEH- TES,
X ®
1) NEEIRE  BEE, fl. BAEHESCERRE6 9, BHEME, 1964,
2) FNFEKER, =ZIREE  HEHE GWENSE, 1952,
3) WFER  ER=ZEY. AR 4L BEER, 1984,
4) PR HFRERZEYE. SR G ZRER, 1987,

(CERLITAE 1 A31H-SZHE)
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