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The Reason and Tasks of “Ethical Committees” in Japan

—— Toward the self-discipline of a profession
open to the public —

Naoki MORISHITA
ethics

Abstract: Only in the past 10 years have all of the “ethical committees” appeared spon-
taneously in medical schools in Japan.

Such an autonomous movement by the profession may have almost never been in
Japanese modern history. Therefore it is very significant to ethical life of our own
society.

But this occured without any essential and widespread discussions on it.

Now we should ask why our “ethical committees” have to exist and what the tasks
they face are.

In this paper I inquire that theme from the following point of view: when we understand
that we are based on “pluralistic” society, the so-called “informed consent” (this is an
indispensable concept to the medical ethics) ought to be enlarged and embeded into a
certain institutional and social sphere, and the nuclear carrier of the informed consent
in this sense is nothing but an “ethical committee”.

Contents are following:

0. Asking the reason of the “ethical committees”
Fundamentals of institution in pluralistic society
Problems in medical institution
Medical education coping with the problems

Coping with them by Japanese society and people surrounding medicine

U oA W o

The reason of the “ethical committees”: a nuclear carrier of “consent” in “plu-
ralistic” society

6. Some models and present situations of the “ethical committees” —U.S.A.

7. Some models and present situations of the “ethical commaittees” —Japan

8. Tasks of Japanese “ethical committee”
Key words: Bioethics, Ethical Committee, Informed Consent
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